Music 212

Introduction to Binary Form (mostly Rounded Binary)

Binary Form: Any piece constructed of two sections. The sections are
often delineated by repeat signs and/or thin double
barlines. . . but not always!

Rounding: A critical moment in a binary form. It is the location where the
“head material” returns IN TONIC (“double return” = theme and
key). Usually the composer makes a big deal about this return,
creating suspense right before it in the form of
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General form of a Rounded Binary piece:

Beethoven PnoSonata 15 (III)
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